Edmond M. Derosier, Pastor

Saint Mary Parish, Ayer and

Saint Anthony of Padua Parish, Shirley
August, 2011

Dear Parents,

 

On the day of your child’s Baptism, the church rejoiced that you had chosen to present your child to God and allow the Spirit to claim him or her as a member of the Body of Christ, open to the grace of eternal salvation. On that day, you promised Jesus that you would bring your child up as a member of the Catholic Church; that you would teach them the ways of God and allow them to participate fully in the sacramental life of the People of God.

 

This year, you will be asked to fulfill a major part of your promise to Christ, that of preparing your son or daughter to experience the great love of our forgiving God in the sacrament of Reconciliation and then for the first time to come to the table of Christ to receive the Body of Christ, the fullness of His presence amongst us.

 

I use the term preparing very specifically because you are to be the ones preparing the children.  I believe there is some confusion about the sacramental preparation program in our two parishes.  The second grade curriculum supports your efforts; it does not supplant your efforts.  Without your weekly work with the children in their silver or gold workbooks, your child will not be properly prepared to receive either sacrament.  The CCD teacher is not the lead in this effort, but your partner.  You are the primary teachers as it should be, for you are responsible for your promise.  You are the ones who journey with your child each day.  If God, Church and faith are important to you, they will be important to your child.

 

I know you are concerned that your child be healthy, well fed, educated, and have opportunities to play sports or other important activities.  I know you advocate for your children all the time in school and community. I am asking that you take the same care, concern and time to advocate for your child before God.  I am asking you to place the preparation of your child for the sacraments where it belongs, as the most important thing you do together this year.

 

To help you with this joyful task, we are asking you to attend two meetings in which we will give you the knowledge and tools necessary to work with your child, and together journey through their workbooks. The meetings will take place once in each parish on different nights so that if you cannot make the St. Mary’s meeting you can attend the one at St. Anthony’s and vice- versa.  The topics will be the same at each time and place.  The first of these meetings will take place on Sunday, September 25 at St. Anthony’s, or Thursday, September 29 at St. Mary’s at 7:00 pm in their respective Parish Hall, and the topic will be Reconciliation.  The second meetings regarding the Eucharist will take place on Sunday, February 5, at St. Mary’s, and Thursday, February 16, at St. Anthony’s, and again will be held in the respective Parish Hall at 7 pm.  The meetings will each last about an hour and a half.
 

Actually, since two meetings were required in the past, what we are actually asking is another hour or so of your time at the beginning of each segment of your child’s journey to the sacraments and really, is that so unreasonable?  When I had to take my cousin to his pee-wee hockey games it took me that long to get his equipment on and his skates laced up right.

 

Is attendance at one of each of these meetings required?  Yes it is, but not out of a desire to complicate your lives, but out of concern and love for our children of the church.  Sister Joan and I will be presenting the theology and materials.  We deem it a privilege to help you prepare your child for this most important journey of deepening his or her relationship with Christ. 
The day I meet your child in the confessional, I want him or her to know what a loving, kind and forgiving God they will meet.  I can tell them so and they may believe me; you can tell them so and they will believe you.  The first time I have the privilege of giving your child the Eucharist, I want him or her to know what this truly is that is placed in their hands.  I can tell them it is the Body of Christ and they may believe me, but they will believe you.  So tell me, who is the right teacher for your child?

 

Let us do this together as it should be done, you in the lead and the church supporting your efforts.  In the Baptism rite both you and we, the church, promised your child knowledge and faith; let’s fulfill our promises together.

 

                                    May God bless your family with every good thing,



Father D.







                                    Father Edmond Derosier, Pastor

